OCEAN

THE one statement that can safely be advanced about
travelling at sea is that it is not what it used to be. It
is different now elementally. It is not so much a matter
of changed propelling power; it is something more.
In the old days, under the machinery of sails, the
distinguished and the undistinguished travelers (of
whom there were not so very many) were wafted to
distant parts of the world by the movement of variable
air currents. Now the travelling multitudes are taken
to their destination because of the invariable resistance
of water to the screwing motion of the proptller, with
which fire (that other element) has a lot to do. The
whole affair of progress across the seas has become
much more complicated and much more precise on its
physical side. It has grown also into a marvel

But a marvellous achievement is not necessarily
interesting. It may render life more tame than per-
haps it should be. I do not mean that any marvel of
applied science can tame the wild spirit that lurks in
all men, and of which the proofs are not far to seek* It
only makes the condition of our pilgrimage less exciting.

The whole psychology of sea travel is changed.
Formerly a man setting out on a sea voyage broke away
from shore conditions and found in the ship a new kind
of home. This applied even to such comparatively
short passages as across the Atlantic. But now a man
(especially if setting out for the United States) brings
the conditions of shore life with Mm on board, and
finds in his ship the usual sort of hotel, with its at-
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